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House GOP unafraid
to kill border deal
NATION & WORLD, 4A

DEDHAM − Investigators have evi-
dence appearing to show that Karen
Read, who is accused of killing Brain-
tree native John O’Keefe, had frequent
contact with a controversial blogger
known as “Turtleboy,” who now faces
charges in related cases, according to a
court document obtained Wednesday
by WCVB NewsCenter 5.

Their communications allegedly in-
cluded Read feeding the blogger, Aidan
Kearney, of Holden, information about
the case that was not public. The two
allegedly spoke for dozens of hours by
phone and communicated through in-
termediaries while publicly denying
they were in contact, the TV station re-
ported.

Read, of Mansfield, is accused of
hitting O’Keefe, a Boston police officer
who was her boyfriend, with her vehi-
cle outside a home in Canton on Jan.
29, 2022. Prosecutors say Read and
O’Keefe had both been drinking that
night.

Read and her defense team claim
she is the victim of a coverup. They say
O’Keefe was beaten inside the home
and bitten by a dog.

Kearney has posted blogs about the
Read case frequently, pushing the de-
fense’s coverup theory. He was indict-
ed on 16 counts, including intimidation

Read,
‘Turtleboy’
in frequent
contact
The Patriot Ledger
USA TODAY NETWORK

Karen Read, of Mansfield, is pictured
outside a courthouse in this file
photo. She is accused of killing
Braintree native John O’Keefe, a
Boston police officer. PROVIDED BY WCVB 

See CONTACT, Page 2A

TAUNTON — Dauphinais Concrete
Inc.’s request for a special permit from
the Zoning Board of Appeals to install
two above-ground fuel tanks at its con-
crete batch plant on Berkley Street was
rejected after several abutters voiced
safety and environmental concerns.

Concrete company owner Chris Dau-
phinais sought a special permit to in-
stall a 1,000-gallon gasoline tank and a
9,950-gallon diesel fuel tank to provide
fuel for his company trucks.

“My trucks come back and forth at all
times,” he said during a Zoning Board of
Appeals public hearing on Jan. 25. “We
want every truck to be fueled and ready
to work.”

Dauphinais purchased the concrete

batch plant at 120R Berkley St. in Sep-
tember 2023. The plant has been in op-
eration since 1934, he said.

The 19-acre urban residential zoned
property sits on the east side of Berkley
Street. The concrete batch plant is locat-
ed in the middle of the site. The east side
of the site includes a crushing operation
which is not owned by Dauphinais.

Taunton concrete company denied
permit to install fuel storage tanks
Ed Baker
The Taunton Daily Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See TANKS, Page 2A

Berkley Street resident Catherine
Rodriguez shares her concerns about
Dauphinais Concrete Inc’s proposal to
have two above fuel storage tanks on
its property.
ED BAKER/TAUNTON DAILY GAZETTE

OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Workers walk through the Union Block construction area outside Tex Barry’s Coney Island hot dogs in

Taunton Tuesday. The restaurant was the first of nine displaced businesses to move back, in November, and

others have followed suit. Structural issues forced them to temporarily relocate back in July, and repairs

continue, but the buildings are now safe for occupancy, officials said. COLIN FURZE/TAUNTON DAILY GAZETTE 

WASHINGTON – Former President
Donald Trump visited Washington on
Wednesday to talk to leaders of the
Teamsters union and court the en-
dorsement of the massive organiza-
tion.

His visit came after President Joe Bi-
den won the support of the United Auto
Workers union, a major boost for his ef-
forts among working-class voters in
Michigan and other Midwestern battle-
ground states.

While Trump didn’t immediately re-

ceive support from the
Teamsters this week, he
did spend much of his
visit bashing a long-
awaited congressional
deal on immigration. He
also criticized Biden over
the attack that killed

three American soldiers in Jordan.
After Trump’s meeting at the Team-

sters headquarters in Washington, he
told reporters he did not get an en-
dorsement from the union. But the for-
mer president vowed to keep trying.

After the gathering, Teamsters
President Sean O’Brien said the meet-
ing with Trump “went fine” and the
group also plans to speak with Biden.

“We’ve got a long way to go before we
make a decision” on an endorsement,

he said.
Trump himself has often criticized

some American unions, but O’Brien on
Wednesday acknowledged the former
president still has the support of many
members.

“There’s no doubt about (it),” O’Brien
said. “There is union support for Presi-
dent Trump. And there’s always union
support for President Biden.”

Trump last year reached out to the
United Auto Workers union in an effort
to gain its support, traveling to Michigan
during a GOP primary debate. But UAW
President Shawn Fain announced the
group’s 2024 support for Biden last
week, calling Trump a “scab.”

The former president’s visit on 

Trump seeks support of Teamsters union
Union chief: ‘Long way
to go’ on endorsement

David Jackson
USA TODAY

Trump 

See TRUMP, Page 2A
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What is in the plans

According to Dauphinais Concrete’s
engineering consultant Mark Smith, the
two tanks would sit on a concrete pad in
the middle of the site. The diesel tank
would be 27 feet long and the gas tank 12
feet long. The tanks would be surround-
ed by a concrete barrier for safety. The
proposed tanks would be fire rated and
double walled to prevent leaks.

Smith added that several measures
would be in place to ensure safety. A
high-level audible alarm would alert if
the truck got to 90% full. At 95% full,
Smith said a float value would automat-
ically shut off the pump.

“The tanks won’t add any impervious
surface and will be 200 feet away from
the property line at the closest point,”
said Smith, a principal civil engineer at
CMG Environmental Inc. “The tanks
won’t be visible to passersby and won’t
generate noise or odor off site. The tanks
would only be used to fuel trucks that
are already going to be on the property.”

Smith added that only authorized
Dauphinais Concrete trucks would be
able to obtain fuel from the tanks. 

An alternative to having the fuel
tanks on site, Dauphinais said he could
contract with an off-site company to
wet fuel his trucks. But bringing in a
truck to individually fuel trucks is not
ideal, he said.

Abutters say fuel tanks pose
safety, environmental concerns

Berkley Street resident Catherine
Rodriguez, whose home is closest to the
proposed tank location, said a fuel leak
from the proposed storage tanks would
pose environmental dangers in a heavi-
ly populated neighborhood. She also ex-
pressed concern about the security of
the property.

“I am very nervous. Our neighbor-
hood is thickly settled. We are getting
beat up here. We need some relief in this
neighborhood,” she said. “We have to
live with this. It is not a secure property.
I could walk on that property during any
time of the day.”

Berkley Street resident James O’Bri-
en said Dauphinais Concrete’s request
would be similar to having a neighbor-
hood gas station that could pose fuel
leak dangers, like what occurred when
gasoline leaked from a Mobil service
station underground pump at Amaro’s
on Middleboro Avenue on Aug. 28,
2023. 

“We the neighbors, we are ready to
work with Dauphinais Concrete to re-
solve all of the difficult issues we face,”
he said. “My request of the board is that
until our concerns are reasonably dealt
with, we request it be denied.”

Berkley Street resident Peter Rodri-
guez said he can smell fuel odor from the
trucks on the company’s property. He
fears that odor will worsen if gas storage
tanks are allowed.

“I smell odor every morning when I
get up,” he said. “The smell comes into
my backyard. There will be more odor if
more trucks get filled with fuel.”

Site has historical issues, prior to
new owner

Dauphinais said he realized this
property has had a lot of problems in the
past.

“I realize the business we operate is
not a 9 to 5 business. We are an early
morning business and understand it
can be disturbing and there are ways to

mitigate it,” he said. “We pride ourselves
in our business and the way we operate.
We are looking to make this a better
place. We want to be good neighbors
and do what we can to operate our busi-
ness and make people as happy as we
can.”

“A lot of problems that happened on
the site was in the rock crushing opera-
tion. We did not purchase the rock
crushing operation. It is dirty, dusty,
loud – we do not operate that,” he added.
“Our business is not crushing rock, all I
want to do is deliver concrete.”

Dauphinais feels adding these tanks
will be a betterment to the property as
the former owner parked an old 10,000-
gallon single wall fuel truck on site that
they would fuel their fleet from.

“When we purchased the property
there was an old fuel truck on site,” he
said. “We looked at it as not a safe way to
do it.”

Currently the concrete company has
a permit from the fire department for
two temporary 250-gallon tanks on site.

Owner says safety measures will
be used to protect the
neighborhood

Smith said the proposed fuel storage
tanks would be placed on concrete pads
to prevent leakage into the soil. He add-
ed that alarms would be installed on the
tanks to notify the fire department and
company officials if a leak occurs. 

“The fuel pumps will be locked at
night, and the power to them will be
shut off,” he added.

Smith said the company’s property
was recently surveyed, and fencing will
be placed, if needed, to secure the site.
Dauphinais noted that the gates to the

property are locked nightly.

Zoning board denies special
permit 

Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman
Dennis Ackerman said the presenta-
tion lacked pertinent information be-
fore a special permit could be ap-
proved. Several members also had
concerns about the project. Steven
Vieira wanted to see a fuel vehicle
movement plan and member John
Joyce questioned the need for a gaso-
line tank, adding that he might be
amenable to only a diesel tank. 

Ackerman said Dauphinais Con-
crete needs to meet with neighborhood
residents to understand their concerns
and make changes to their proposed
gasoline storage tank plan.

“I have a major concern at what you
are proposing,” said Ackerman. “It is in
the heart of a residential area that has
become well developed and is going to
become more developed.”

“In all honesty for safety reasons, I
would rather see an onsite delivery
company,” Ackerman added.

The Zoning Board voted 3-2 not to
approve the site plan submitted by
Dauphinais Concrete.

Ackerman said the board imposed
stipulations for Dauphinais Concrete
to fulfill if company officials opt to file
an appeal of the board’s rejection in
Bristol Superior Court. 

“We included stipulations so the
court could see what we are looking for
if our decision to reject their (Dauphi-
nais Concrete) plan was appealed,” he
said last week.

Ackerman said stipulations include
requiring Dauphinais Concrete to have
an emergency notification system that
would alert the fire department, com-
pany officials, and an onsite employee
if a fuel leak from a storage tank oc-
curred on the property.

He also said the stipulations in-
clude a requirement for fuel pumps to
have security locks and a device that
allows only authorized employees to
obtain fuel. 

Since the plan was denied by the
Board of Appeals, the applicant cannot
bring the same proposal back before
the board for two years. 

Board members Ackerman, Vieira
and John Doherty voted against ap-
proving a special permit, and col-
leagues John Joyce and Seth Turner
voted in favor of Dauphinais Con-
crete’s request for a special permit.

The Taunton Daily Gazette could
not immediately reach Dauphinais
Concrete officials for comment about
the zoning board’s decision.

Editor Jennifer Martinage contrib-
uted to this report.

Tanks
Continued from Page 1A

CMG Environmental Inc. principal engineer Mark Smith, left, and Dauphinais
Concrete Inc. owner Chris Dauphinais explain a plan for two proposed storage
tanks at a company facility on Berkley Street during a Board of Zoning Appeals
pubic hearing on Thursday, Jan. 25 PHOTOS BY ED BAKER/TAUNTON DAILY GAZETTE 

Berkley Street resident James O’Brien
shares his concerns about Dauphinais
Concrete Inc.’s proposal to construct
two storage tanks on its property. 

Wednesday also immediately drew
criticism from fellow Republicans and
others who accused him of ignorance
about the Teamsters’ priorities. Former
South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, who is
challenging Trump for the Republican
presidential nomination, questioned
why Trump would want a Teamsters en-
dorsement at all.

In a post on X, formerly Twitter, Ha-
ley lashed out at union groups and

asked whether Trump agrees with the
Teamsters on “Gutting right-to-work
laws conservative governors like I
fought for?” Right-to-work laws prohibit
union security agreements, which are
contracts between a labor union and
employers that require all employees
benefiting from the union contract to
pay their share of costs through union
dues.

Also on Wednesday, Trump again
bashed a proposed congressional bor-
der security plan, accusing it of not be-
ing harsh enough and saying the Biden
administration should enforce existing
laws against illegal crossings.

“You don’t need a deal to tighten up
the border,” Trump said.

Members of Congress have been
negotiating the bill for months. But
lawmakers, including some Republi-
cans, are questioning Trump’s criti-
cism because specifics of the plan
haven’t been released.

“How does he know it’s a betrayal if
he hasn’t read it?” Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-
La., told CNN. “Don’t be ignorant. Read
the bill.”

Contributing: Joey Garrison and
Sarah Elbeshbishi, USA TODAY; The
Associated Press

Trump
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of a witness in connection to that work
and, in another case, charged with as-
sault and battery of a member of a
household and intimidation of a wit-
ness.

Read, Kearney allegedly
communicated through
intermediary

The new 31-page document is an
application from Jan. 22 to search two
iPhones associated with Read. It was
filed by a State Police detective lieu-
tenant and reveals new details about
the alleged communications between
Read and Kearney, including extensive
detail about how an intermediary was
often used to facilitate the communi-
cation.

After Read’s arrest in February
2022, a former university classmate
rekindled a friendship with Read, the
document said. It also reveals the
friend made contact through social
media with Jennifer Altman, a volun-
teer paralegal who had access to Kear-
ney in the Norfolk County jail until re-
cently.

Altman’s access recently landed
Kearney’s lawyer, Timothy Bradl, in
hot water and prompted the special
prosecutor to request that a judge take
the “unprecedented” step of assigning
a third party to audit Kearney’s com-
munications with his attorney.

According to the search warrant ap-
plication, Altman put Read’s friend
into contact with Kearney. Read also
told the friend to download an en-
crypted messaging app called Signal to
her phone, according to WCVB report.

The friend, who later had a falling
out with Read, told investigators that
she would copy messages sent by Read
through Signal and relayed them to
Kearney. Sometimes, the document
states, she would take a screenshot of
the message and pass that along.

“Messages would start with, ‘Tell
TB (Turtleboy),’ ‘From Karen,” or “Not
for public but you and Aidan can see,’”
the document says.

Months of messages are described
through several pages of the docu-
ments, including times Kearney asked
whether he could use certain material
and at least one instance where he re-
quested more material.

Read’s friend also identified a sec-
ond intermediary and the search war-
rant application said the information
is corroborated by messages the inves-
tigation has already reviewed.

Over 40 hours of direct
communication between Read
and Kearney

According to the document, several
text message exchanges already re-
viewed by the investigation suggest
that Kearney and Read were commu-
nicating directly. Phone records also
indicate 189 calls between their num-
bers, with a total duration of more than
40 hours.

Phone records also revealed dozens
of calls between Kearney and phones
associated with Read’s attorneys, Da-
vid Yannetti and Alan Jackson, the
document states.

Additionally, the warrant applica-
tion refers to information from the vic-
tim in Kearney’s alleged assault and
battery case. She told investigators
that Kearney stated he spoke with
Read every day and described at least
one instance “where Read controlled
what Kearney would publish.”

In addition to the assault, Kearney
told the woman to tell a grand jury “she
did not remember anything,” the docu-
ment states.

“Based on all the above, there is
probable cause to believe the data held
within cellphone(s) used by Karen
Read will contain evidence of witness
intimidation and conspiracy,” the doc-
ument states.

The warrant was granted and inves-
tigators seized the two phones from
Read. Papers released Wednesday did
not reveal what, if anything, was
found.

Read is scheduled to go on trial in
March.

Yannetti said he was “reserving
comment at this time.”

Contact
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